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  Present logging methods in Algonquin Park are not sustainable 
 
Algonquin Park is the flagship of Ontario’s parks and is the only provincial park where logging is allowed.  The creation of the 
Algonquin Forestry Authority (AFA) in 1975, a Crown Corporation, effectively removed management of a large portion of the 
Algonquin Park Forest from the control of Ontario Parks, a branch of the Ministry of Natural Resources.  Our major concern is that 
the current Forest Management Plan (FMP) reflects a primary commitment to produce wood, not a commitment to maintaining the 
health of the Algonquin Park Ecosystem. 
 
While the AFA purports to protect the habitat needs of fisheries and wildlife species, its primary mandate is to provide wood for 
industry. This means that less than 30% of Algonquin Park falls under the jurisdiction of the Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves Act, 2006, leaving over 70% of the Park vulnerable to unsustainable logging practices. 
 
Algonquin Eco Watch is not opposed to logging in Algonquin Park and participated during the development of the FMP.  
Unfortunately, the FMP reduces the quality of wildlife habitat by allowing over-cutting of valuable wildlife trees like hemlock and by 
preventing stands of white pine from advancing into and remaining within the old-growth stage.  Historically, Algonquin Park 
contained extensive hemlock stands and large, old growth red and white pine and red spruce. The FMP does not restore those critically 
important old growth ecosystems.  Both wildlife habitat and biodiversity are reduced in this plan, which advances the Park towards 
being an industrial forest, not a protected area that is valuable for its wildlife and biodiversity.  Algonquin Park deserves better. 
 
We are committed to continue in our quest for sustainability within the Algonquin Park Forest and wish to extend sincere thanks to all 
those who have supported us in the past and to those who may wish to help us in the future. 
 
   Septic Survey Completed – a good news story 
 
It took more than 7 years, but on October 4th, 2010, a joint committee comprised of representatives from Algonquin Eco Watch, the 
North Bay Conservation Authority, the Algonquin Park Ratepayers Association, Ontario Parks and Gerrits Drilling and Engineering 
Ltd., declared the “Algonquin Provincial Park Private Leaseholders Septic Re-inspection Program” completed. 
 
In the Nipissing District portion of Algonquin Park, 243 of 264 (92.0%) properties were surveyed. Of these, 36 (14.8%) were found to 
be out of compliance and required some form of remedial work to be done, as overseen by the North Bay Mattawa Conservation 
Authority. 
 
In the Haliburton County portion of the Park, 31 (100%) of properties were surveyed. Of these, 7 (22.5%) were found to be not in 
compliance and needed remedial work, which was overseen by the Haliburton County Health Unit. 
 
Thanks to the cooperation of Algonquin Park private leaseholders, Park waters will retain their pristine nature well into the future. 
 
Note: Commercial Algonquin Park Leaseholders (camps and lodges) are monitored by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment. 
 

 
 
Note: The aerial photo above was taken in 2009, north of Radiant Lake in Algonquin Park. Heavy cutting in these red pine stands has 
resulted in the limiting of remnant wildlife winter shelter for the foreseeable future. (Strip-cuts dating back to the 1950’s and 60’s may 
be seen in the foreground.)   


